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Govans United Methodist Church is of the twentieth century Romanesque Revival
style. It has a "L" shaped floor plan-with an extended tower at the ouiside
intersecting corner. The tower, in two stages, is topped with a pyramidal
roof. A parapet gabled roof-trim characterizes the gable-end walls. The
exterior wall material is rubble squared stone, while the arches and lintels
are emphasized by being of different stone from the walls. Straight-topped
windows are employed in additicn to the arched type. Structural changes and
additions occurred in 1907, 1911, 1916, 1923 and 1959. Additions have been made
mainly in the rear of the original building.

This church fronts York Road, a busy commercial corridor, and is overshadowed
by a multi-storied apartment building on the north side. The remaining sides,
south and west, are presently vacant parcels. ’
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In the latter 1760's Robert Strawbridge formed the first Msthodist society of
Anerica in Baltimore Céunty in the home of Daniel Evans. This home served as
the place of worship until 1770 when Evans' log Meeting House was built on
what was to be called Evans' Chapel Road (now Roland Avenue), near Wyndhurst.

A church, also on the Evan's property was built in 1823. During these years .
- many. famous men in the annals of Methodism spoke at Evans'. Members of the

congregation included some of Baltimore's most prominent citizens; Joseph and

Elanor (Gorsuch) Merryman, Charles Constable, John Kelso, Charles Brian and

A.L. Marshall are prime examples.

A new site, the present location, was denated by th@ James Bryan family in 1849
and upon it a stone church was built and dedicated in 1850. The original build-
ing of the present church was erected in 1903.
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Bill Tamburrino, Planning Assistant
ORGANIZATION DATE
Commission for Hist. and Arch. Pres. 1977
MMI“S_T‘R-.E{{:& NUMBER TELEPHONE
100 N. Holliday Street 396-4866
crvorTont SATE Maryland - 21202

Baltimore

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust

- The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Govans United Methodist Church
5208 York Road

Block 5028 Lot 018

Baltimore City

Baltimore County

Baltimore East Quad.
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